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THE RAPE OFLyCRECE. 

T o this well painted pecce is Lvcrece come, 

To find a face where all difirefle is field, 

Manie fhee fees, where cares haue earned fome, 

But none where all difirefle and dolor dweld, 

1 ill fliee difpayring Hecvba beheld, 

Staring on Priams wounds with her old eyes. 
Which bleeding vnder Pirrhvs proud foot lies. 

In her the Painter had anathomiz’d 
Times ruine, beauties wracke,and grim cares raign. 
Her cheeks with chops and wrincles were difguiz’d, 
Of what fliee was, no femblance did remainc: 

Her blew bloud chang’d to blacke in cuerie vaine, 
Wanting the f'pring, that thofe fhrunke pipes had 
Shew’dlife imprifon’d in 'a bodie dead. (fed, 

On this fad fliaddw L v ore ipends her eyes. 
And fhapes her forrow to the Beldames woes, 

Who nothing wants to anfwer her but cries, 

And bitter words to ban her cruell Foes. 

The Painter was no Ood’to lend her thofe, d oT 

And therefore Lvcrece fwears he did her wrong, 
To giue her fo much griefe,and not a tong. 

Poore 


THE RAPE OF LVCRECE 

Poore Infirument (quoth fhee)withcut a found, 

He tune thy woes with my lamenting tongue, 

And drop Tweet Balme in Priams painted wound, 
Andrade on Pirrhvs that hath done him wrong; 
And with my tears quench Troy that burns fo Jong; ’ 
And with my knife fcratch out the angrie eyes, 
Of all the Greekes that are thine enemies . 1 

Shew me the firumpetthat began this ftur, 

That with my nailes her beautie I may teare: 
i hy heat ofluft fond Paris did incut* 

This lode of wrath, that burning Troy doth bcare- 
Thy eye kindled the fire that burneth here, 

And here in Troy for trefpafle of thine eye, 

The Sire, thefonne, the Dameand daughter die. 

V Vhyfliould thepriuatepleafureoffomeone 

Become the publicke plague of manie moe ? 

Let finne alone committed, light alone 
Vppon his head that hath tranfgrefied fo. 

Let guiltlefie foules be freed from guilty woe 
’ For ones offence why fhould fo many fall ? 

optague a priuate finnein generall. 
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